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What a wonderful Holiday Party we had last Tuesday evening at the Montecito Country Club, which was decked out in formidable holiday splendor.  Our thanks go out to the Montecito Union Chorus, under the direction of Pam McLendon, and accompanied by Anna Abby for a wonderful kick-off to the Holiday Season.  Thanks to Sheryl Barnard for making our arrangements. The rousing joint effort of Jingle Bells included Rotarians, MUS Parents and guests, as well as the Chorus and filled the room with stunning music.  
 
The Montecito Country Club staff had prepared a phenomenal buffet for us.  (As a way for us to express our appreciation, the proceeds from Happy Fines and 50-50 Raffles the next three weeks will be dedicated to show our appreciation to the MCC staff members who have served us so diligently.  Carolyn Brown suggested this approach and it will allow us to show appreciation but still maintain our budgetary fiscal responsibility.
 
We collected a great array of toys, games and gifts for Unity Shoppe and those have now been delivered.  Thank you Montecito Rotarians for your generosity and willingness to boost the spirits of some children who will have happier holidays because you care!
 
In the event you missed this last week, Dick Douglas noted that the Montecito Rotary Foundation grant recipients have been announced for this cycle and will receive their grants on December 22nd at our Meeting.  The recipients for the first cycle of grants are as follows:
 
Art for Humanities
Boys & Girls Club of Santa Barbara
Channel Islands YMCA
Dyslexia Awareness and Resource Center
Future Leaders of America
New Beginnings Counseling Center
Ushindi Center Project
 
Beginning at our next meeting, we will have our dashboard parking permits for the new year when we transition to Emilio’s and will be using the Best Western parking lot adjacent to the restaurant.
 
Next week’s program will be a slight change of pace.  The Holiday Season around the time of the Winter Solstice is a time for reflection, appreciating blessings, and pausing before we embark on a New Year.  Our Program will feature several members of our Club who will share some reflections,   akin to Vocational Moments you’ve experienced in the past, but with a slightly different twist.  Your President will also share some mid-term reflections as we are (difficult to believe, but true) nearly half way through this Rotary Year!
 
Assignments:  Invocation and Flag Salute:  Rosslyn Ray (Back-up Sheryl Barnard) 50/50 Raffle: Jim Bechtel
 
Other items to consider:  Rotary outing to UCSB Lady Gauchos vs. Pepperdine  (Complimentary tickets for interested Rotarians along with others from Group 8 Rotary Clubs, Sunday 12/20 at 2:00 PM.    Let me know (wh_lindberg@msn.com) if you’re interested.
 
The Annual Rose Bowl Parade Rotary Float trip organized by impresario Walt Stephens happens on December 26th.  Details will be forthcoming soon, but if you haven’t done this before, it’s fun and memorable.  Walt organizes a festive bus trip to and from Pasadena for Group 8 Rotarians to help on this project.  Stay tuned for details.
 
Holiday Party Photo attached (worth at least 1,000 words)  thanks to Club Photographer Jeff Kerns.)
 
Our next Board Meeting is set for December 15th before our regular meeting.
Bill Lindberg

Club President 2009-2010
 
 
 
 


